Mini-Media Literacy Project

Day 1: 
Question: Are you are a reflection of the media or is the media reflection of you? 

A. QW: (in Writing NB): 10 mins. 

How would you define ‘pop culture’ and how is it created? In other words, how are ‘popular’ things in our culture created? Do people create fads, what to wear, how we should look, what we should own, etc.?

B. Move backpacks to couch or corner

    Choose a partner and sit next to him/her.

     You will need: (ML- put glue, brushes and bowls on table- may need more bowls).
Materials: 1 pr. Scissors per person, Glue, paint brush (1 per pair), one white piece of paper, magazines

50 mins (about 7 rotations)

C. Your partner and you will choose what you feel to be the “main characters’ of the magazine that you are looking through. Pull out page, cut out ‘characters,” glue them down. Start from the middle and move out. Avoid any white space. You will have about 7 minutes. When you hear the music change, you will rotate to the next table with your partner and do the exact same thing with the collage in front of you. When music changes, switch again.

D. With about 10 mins. left, clean up and do a gallery. 

Day 2: Lookin’ at and Talkin’ back

20 mins.
What do you see? 
What do you see? (literally)

What do you see? (in other words, what else do you see? ) What messages might we get from looking at these collages? 

Who/what is included in the collages?

Who/what is NOT included in the collages? 

What messages does the media send? 

Is it possible to be an individual in our culture? 

Are you being sold your culture? 

What message do you want to send the media? 

With your partner, you will come up with a 3-5 word message to say what you would like to the media. 

Creating your “Talkin’ Back” message:
1. Decide upon your 3-5 word message with a partner

2. Open a document in Word and play around with the font/size, etc.

Your font should be at least 72 pt. font

Choose a font that is thick/wide. Thin fonts will be really hard to use for this project. Here is a good example of a thick font in 72 pt. font. 
I LOVE JUSTIN BEEPER

Note: You may search for cool fonts on the internet. You won’t be able to download fonts on our computers but you would be able to download your font at home. 

3. Decide if you want your message to be printed out in landscape or portrait. (the long ways or the short ways)
4. When you have decided how you want your message to look and tried different options, print out your “final draft” of your message.

5. Copy message onto overhead sheet using black sharpie. (ML will provide both of these for you).
6. Cut out your message out of overhead sheet using exacto knife. Note: YOU must cut on cardboard or wooden board provided. 
Spray Painting Procedures: (more will be discussed)

7. Tape your message down onto “background board” to avoid overspray.
8. Spray paint your message onto your collage. 
